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SUBJECT: PRE-LICENSE CHECK: COMPONENT TECHNOLOGY (PTY) 

LTD., AKA COMTEK 

REF: (A) STATE 228346 (B) JOHANNESBURG 1811 

1. WE DO NOT FEEL QUALIFIED TO MAKE A RECOMMENDATION IN THIS CASE. 

A STRICT READING OF THE EXPORT CONTROL REGULATIONS WOULD SEEM TO 
PRECLUDE ISSUANCE OF LICENSE AS SOME OF THESE DIODES ARE DESTINED FOR 

THE SA DEFENSE FORCE FOR USE IN MAINTAINING AIRBOURNE RADAR, 

WHICH WE PRESUME IS CONSIDERED MILITARY EQUIPMENT. ON OTHER 
HAND, SOME RADAR IS DUAL USE OR PRIMARILY CIVILIAN WITH MILITARY 
APPLICATIONS. IF RADAR IN QUESTION IS PRIMARILY CIVILIAN TYPE 
WE PRESUME LICENSE COULD BE ISSUED. 

2. COMTEK IS APPARENTLY BEING COMPLETELY OPEN WITH US AND WE 
WOULD NOT WANT FIRM TO SUFFER BECAUSE OF ITS HONESTY. IF IDENTICAL 
OR SIMILAR DIODES ARE READILY AVAILABLE FROM OTHER SOURCES, 

REFUSAL OF LICENSE WOULD PRESUMABLY DO NOTHING TO HAMPER ABILITY 
OF SA DEFENSE FORCE TO MAINTAIN ITS EQUIPMENT AND ORDER WOULD 
SIMPLY BE PLACED ELSEWHERE, TO DETRIMENT OF US EXPORTS AND OF 
COMTEK. DIODES WOULD PRESUMABLY BE INVISIBLE ONCE INSTALLED IN 
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3. BELIEVE DECISION SHOULD REST ON CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DIODES. 

IF THEY ARE COMMON, READILY AVAILABLE ITEMS USED EXTENSIVELY IN 
CIVILIAN APPLICATION WE SEE NO POINT IN REFUSING THE LICENSE. 

IF THEY ARE STATE-OF-THE-ART COMPONENTS (WE NOTICE THEY COST $48 EACH 

) 

WITH APPLICATION MAINLY TO MILITARY RADAR THEN LICENSE WHOULD 
PROBABLY BE REFUSED. WE DOUBT THAT WE SHOULD ASK FOR GUARANTEES 
THAT THEY WILL NOT BE SOLD TO THE DEFENSE FORCE BECAUSE IT WOULD 
PROBABLY BE IMPRACTICAL TO ATTEMPT TO CHECK THE ULTIMATE USERS OF 
SUCH A LARGE NUMBER OF SMALL COMPONENTS. 
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